THE ERNEST SCOTT PRIZE (2011)
Judges for 2011: 
Professor Barbara Brooks, Head of Department, History & Art History, University of Otago
Professor Eric Richards, Department of History, Flinders University, Adelaide

Judges' general comments:

“The judges wish to record their pleasure at the great vibrancy of history writing evident in the reading for the award of the Ernest Scott prize. Beautifully produced books of local history, riveting tales of military endeavour and body snatching, insightful writings on the political and indigenous histories of both Australia and New Zealand were eventually superceded by the five shortlisted volumes, all unique and major contributions in their own way. The publishers provided ample testimony of the on-going importance of our discipline to the reading public and we wish to commend them all for their commitment to our discipline.”
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Emma Christopher  (Joint Winner)
A Merciless Place: the lost story of Britain’s convict disaster in Africa and how it led to the settlement of Australia
(Allen & Unwin, 2010)


Emma Christopher leads her readers on a remarkable journey taken by petty thieves in late eighteenth century England. England disposed of its criminals by successively transporting them to three different continents: America, Africa and Australia. This is a book with a large span based on fine-grained trawling of the archives to follow the lives of petty criminals, those responsible for transporting them, and the men who commanded them. 
We learn of conditions in the back alleys of London, on the tobacco fields of the Chesapeake, and in slave dungeons in the forts of West Africa. While we follow the lives of unknown criminals and military officers, Christopher always places these singular stories in the larger canvas of Empire, reminding the reader of the extent of British ambitions and the unbridled power of those in command. Convicts who escaped execution in England, if they survived debilitating disease and starvation in Africa, might die from the severe lashings meted out as punishment. 
Christopher restores the forgotten history of transportation to Africa in vivid prose that brings each of her continental contexts to life. This is history with a serious purpose written in such as way as to be accessible to the general reader.
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Jim Davidson 
(Joint Winner)
A Three-Cornered Life: The Historian W.K. Hancock
(UNSW Press)


A Three-Cornered Life is a full dress biography of arguably the most influential historian produced by 20th century Australia. WK Hancock’s life and scholarship spanned three continents and he pioneered much of the post-imperial historiography of the British Empire.  It charts a personal journey from Bairnsdale through Melbourne, Oxford, Adelaide, Birmingham, London, Uganda and South Africa and finally back to Canberra which took in the early days of the ANU.  Indeed Hancock famously elevated the idea of historical ‘span’ as a guide to historical endeavour and his own career was a model of an exceedingly broad mind applied to some of the largest questions of modern history.

In this splendidly written and subtlety structured account Jim Davidson casts light into many corners of a remarkable and diverse  academic  career which includes the evolution and the creation of institutions in the United Kingdom, and Australia.  He provides a sophisticated and critical commentary on the intersection of Hancock’s personality and his profession. This biography is a substantial contribution to the intellectual history not only of Australia but also of Britain, Italy and late colonial Africa, and the Empire at large.  Most of all, Davidson dissects the drives and tensions at the 
