2010 Allan Martin Award Winner 



The Allan Martin Award is intended to help early-career historians achieve a public outcome such as a monograph, series of academic articles, exhibition, documentary film, or some mix of these, which will make a significant contribution to the field of Australian history. The biennial award of up to $4000 may be used to assist in giving the work a higher public profile, for example, as part of an exhibition or film or other media production, or as a publication subsidy, or as a contribution to expenses for research which will lead to publication. 

Judges: Prof. Jill Matthews (chair); Prof. Graeme Davison; Dr Nicholas Brown 

Since the judges felt that no application of sufficient merit was received, the Allan Martin Award is not awarded this year. 

2008 Allan Martin Award Winner 



This year there were nine applicants for the award, all early-career historians who received their PhDs less than four years ago. The judges were highly impressed by the diversity and especially by the quality of the proposals. All were clearly going to make significant contributions to the field, and we found it very hard to decide on one winner. But we did. However, we would also like to offer our congratulations to a second applicant. 

The Allan Martin Award for 2008 was awarded to Dr Fred Cahir of the University of Ballarat, for his project entitled, Black Gold: Aboriginal Peoples and Gold in Victoria 1850-1870. The planned outcome of the project is a richly illustrated book, to be followed by an exhibition at the Aboriginal Cultural Centre in Ballarat, interpretative displays at Sovereign Hill and for Parks Victoria, and interactive computer gaming for education groups. For this range of outcomes, Dr Cahir has already organized support and sponsorship from the involved parties. His intention is to use the award to finance the copying of extensive illustrations for the book. The project itself is a long overdue account of Aboriginal people on the goldfields in their multiple capacities: as miners, Native Police, guides and gold-finders, wives and sexual partners, farmers and entrepreneurs trading food and cultural items, and as local residents going about their everyday lives. 


2008 Allan Martin Award Highly Commended 

The judges wish to announce our High Commendation to a post-doctoral fellow at Melbourne University, Dr Keir Reeves, for his project entitled Wild Onions, a history of Chinese gold-seekers in the Pearl River Delta region of China and the Central Victorian goldfields; a project with planned outcomes of a book, and a podcast to be downloadable from the Central Victorian goldfields heritage tourism website. 

Margaret Anderson, from the History Trust of South Australia 
Kimberley Webber from the Powerhouse Museum of Sydney 
and Jill Matthews from the ANU 

2006 Allan Martin Award Winner 



2004 Allan Martin Award Winner 



The winner of the 2004 Allan Martin Award is Dr Maria Nugent of Monash University, Victoria, for her book manuscript entitled Botany Bay: Where Histories Meet. Dr Nugent completed her PhD thesis on this subject at the University of Technology, Sydney, in 2000, and has since substantially revised and extended her work for publication by Allen & Unwin. Her forthcoming book is a critical and reflective study of a highly significant site in Australian history-making, a place of constant encounter and continuing negotiation between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians. Dr Nugent's manuscript is therefore both a subversive local history and a national study of the Australian historical imagination. It constitutes a significant and innovative contribution to knowledge and understanding of Australian history. 

Dr Nugent proposes to use the Award to assist the acquisition and reproduction of pictorial material for her forthcoming book. 

Dr Tom Griffiths (Chair) 
Dr Alison Bashford 
Dr David Lee 

