AHA Annual General Meeting

History Australia Editors’ Report

Personnel

Our initial four-year term as editors comes to an end in the middle of 2012, but the AHA Executive have invited us, and we have agreed, to stay in the position for another twelve months to allow time to find a replacement team and manage the transition. The AHA Executive will put out a call for expressions of interest in the role some time in the next few months.

Keir Reeves has resigned as Book Reviews editor, and Zora Simic takes over the role as of July 2011. Anna Clark came back into the role on a transitional capacity for the first half of 2011. Michelle Arrow will surrender her role as Exhibition Reviews editor at the end of this year and her replacement will be advised shortly. We thank Keir, Anna and Michelle for their valued contributions to the journal. Justine Greenwood continues to do sterling work as Assistant Editor.

ERA Rankings 

We had mixed feelings about the ARC’s decision to abandon the journal rankings. As we are all aware, the rankings were flawed; our concern now is that there seems to be no clear proposal for a replacement. There is perhaps a danger that the discarded list will informally define rankings on into the future without any mechanism for review and revision.  We will now never know whether the case for raising History Australia to an A (which we think was a strong one, and for which there seemed to be strong support in the profession) would have met with success had the system survived.

There are perhaps implications here for the role of the AHA. In regard to the specific journal rankings the AHA was in a difficult position and rightly did not engage in lobbying for particular journals, since AHA members edit and contribute to a range of publications. We feel it important now that the AHA should carefully monitor and discuss the planning and implementation of any new system and its continuing application. 

CAL bursaries

We had 51 applications for the 2011 Bursary and Writing Workshop program sponsored by the AHA and CAL (an increase of five from last year for the Perth conference). Having secured a larger grant from CAL, to support the bursaries over the next three years, this year we were able to award 12 full bursaries (up from 10 last year) as well as two partial bursaries (ie free conference registration). A further 10 applicants were invited to the first writing workshop.

The increased number of applicants reflects growing awareness of the existence and benefits of the program. Of those awarded bursaries in 2010, five have been or will soon be published and several others are in the pipeline.

Editorial Board

During the Launceston AHA conference we held a meeting of those members of the Editorial Board who were able to attend. The meeting was most productive and included suggestions for future themes and review articles. We plan to make this meeting an annual event.

Present and future content

We continue to receive a healthy stream of unsolicited submissions. Our acceptance rate for 2010, as published in the April 2011 issue, was 35%, and the first six months of 2011 has seen a similar rate. Second proofs of the August 2011 are currently being checked, with an articles by Sue Sheridan on ‘Historical novels challenging the national story’, an intriguing case of historiographical mistaken identity in Tasmania, several articles on politics and celebration, a cluster addressing conservatism, communism, activism and religion during the Cold War and, moving closer to the present, a couple of articles on the implications of the war on terror for Australians, whether as refugees or as holiday makers in Bali.  December 2011 is also shaping up as a strong issue. 
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